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TEXT:  Luke 24:1-12
THEME:  CELEBRATE EASTER!

1. It’s the Greatest Victory
2. Share the Wealth

Dear Fellow-Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb:

Have you ever watched the world celebrate a victory?  Champagne, ticker-
tape parades, expensive rings, honking horns, marches down Main Street—
nothing is too loud or too expensive.  That’s not all bad.  The Bible says that 
we Christians can learn from the world around us.  One thing we can learn 
from the world is how to celebrate victories.

We Christians have a victory to celebrate today.  Far greater than winning the 
Super Bowl or the NCAA Basketball Championship, more valuable than 
winning the Powerball lottery, more important than winning the war against 
terrorism is Jesus’ victory over death.  The cross of suffering and death is 
gone!  The grave is empty!  The Bible is true!  Our sins are all forgiven!  Our 
graves will one day be empty!

It’s a sad commentary that often we Christians don’t know how to celebrate 
the greatest victory of all.  We paint eggs.  We eat chocolate.  We buy new 
outfits.  A few of us just go through the motions of spending an hour in church.  
Far too often, our celebrations of Easter end with those really trivial things.

Our theme today is CELEBRATE EASTER!  The words in our Bible reading 
today are about the greatest victory ever:  The Lord has risen!  He has risen 
indeed!  It’s time to celebrate like never before.

Easter Sunday is one of the happiest days of the year.  The message of 
Jesus’ resurrection is the cornerstone of our Christian faith.  This worship 
service is designed to reflect that truth.  Church attendance is higher than on 
any other weekend of the year.  We sing the Easter songs with the kind of joy 
that gives goose bumps.  The fragrance of flowers fills the church.  There is a 
special excitement in the air.  A delicious breakfast provides nourishment,
fellowship, and the opportunity for service.

If there is anything sad about Easter, it is that so often the excitement is left at 
the door of the church.  So many Christian mouths end up never saying 
anything to the unbelieving world about the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Oh, 
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sure our eyes lift up at the joy of this day; our heads lift up to hear the sound 
of the choir; our mouths open wide to sing the Easter songs here in worship.  
But ask yourself, when you leave church, do you ever speak to others about 
the risen Christ Jesus?  

We all can learn something from the women of that first Easter.  It was likely 
not a talkative bunch that went out to the tomb on that first Easter.  They were 
going to anoint a dead body and were wondering who would roll away the 
huge stone.  They didn’t even know if they would be able to complete their 
somber task.  This was not a happy sunrise worship service.  It was a burial 
detail.

But the empty tomb changed all that.  The stone was gone.  The grave was 
empty.  The angel announced, “He has risen!”  When the Holy Spirit touched 
the women’s hearts with real Easter joy, they went and told others.  They had 
come to the tomb spiritually bankrupt but left spiritually wealthy…and they 
immediately began to share their great wealth.

Let’s celebrate the victory of Jesus Christ.  Jesus has made us all rich by his 
resurrection from the dead.  Enjoy the wealth.  Since our sins are all forgiven, 
let’s not be afraid to confess them at night and get up in the morning with 
peace in our consciences.  Since we are going to rise from the dead, let’s quit 
being afraid of getting old and dying.  Since every word of the Bible is true, 
let’s study the Bible with other Christians, read it at home, and discuss it with 
our children every day.  Since Jesus is ruling the world, let’s quit the foolish 
worrying about tomorrow, whether we will have enough to eat and drink.  
Since Jesus lives to answer our every prayer, let’s flood the throne of God’s 
grace with requests and prayers for the spread of the gospel.

Celebrate the greatest victory of all—Jesus’ victory over sin and death.  Enjoy 
the wealth.  My friends, think of your wealth:  think of heaven; think of your 
own resurrection; think of eternal life.  Celebrate Easter!  Then, celebrate by 
sharing the wealth!  Amen.


